
 

              
 
 

 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
OPEL Solar, Inc. Working with Communities to Bring Brownfields Alive 

Where Others See Decay, OPEL Sees Vast Opportunity for Solar Farms  

Shelton, CT, and Toronto, ON, July 13, 2010 – They are called brownfields – properties that sit 
abandoned, idled, and underutilized which include former factories, air strips, and landfills – sometimes 
contaminated and nearly always a blight on the landscape.  Worst of all, these properties are off the tax 
lists and are nonproductive.  In many cases, when communities want to utilize this land, it becomes a 
daunting task to do so and generally the project gets abandoned.  However, where others see 
commercial and industrial decay, OPEL Solar, Inc., a leading global supplier of high concentration 
photovoltaic (“HCPV”) solar panels and trackers, sees tremendous opportunity for solar energy.  OPEL 
envisages communities having a means of generating power and giving back clean, green energy to 
residents.  

“Think of it,” says Leon M. Pierhal, CEO of OPEL Solar, Inc. “There are literally thousands of these 
properties across the United States just sitting there, producing nothing of substance despite the fact 
that they are often ideal for commercial solar farms, are sited close to existing power transmission lines, 
and can be redeveloped without much disturbance.” 

Continuing to express his vision for this market, Pierhal added, “developing non-impact solutions for 
brownfields which may include a total ‘package’ of services such as land assessment, engineering, EPA 
assistance, remediation or mitigation of the land, installation, utility company cutover and funding or 
power purchase agreement (“PPA”) assistance has been a personal and OPEL Solar corporate goal of 
‘giving back’ for some time.” 

Pierhal, whose company aims to partner with property remediation companies to put these sites back to 
work, has good reason to be enthusiastic – the potential is vast.  Not only can OPEL’s solar panels and 
tracker systems be mounted atop these sites without disturbing the ground beneath them, the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is evaluating 
brownfields across the country for their renewable energy potential on behalf of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 

Some experts estimate that there may be as many as 4,000 brownfields in the United States, roughly the 
equivalent of 30,000 football fields.  Add in Superfund sites and Resource Conservation and Recover 
Act sites and the total jumps to more than 14 million acres that could be redeveloped as renewable 
energy sites. 

Pierhal, whose Company has a global reach, takes pride in putting as many people as possible back to 
work by finding, training and then working with local manufacturers and suppliers. Already in 
negotiations with several firms, Pierhal states that OPEL Solar anticipates entering into a strategic 
alliance with a company that specializes in remediation and mitigation of brownfields shortly. 

As the commitment to rejuvenate otherwise ‘dead’ land deepens, a broad spectrum of federal and state 
government grants, financing and investment incentives are available for redevelopment and 
remediation of these sites.  A sample of the primary federal agencies involved includes: EPA, DOE, 
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Department of Defense, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forestry Services, Bureau of Mines and the 
Bureau of Reclamation. 

OPEL Solar’s Washington D.C. team is mobilized to work closely with all agencies, insuring that 
cities, towns and municipalities continue to have open avenues to the funds available to them to turn the 
brownfields green with solar power. OPEL’s business development group stands ready to work with all 
the best installation partners across the country to fulfill the goal. 

“I can think of few initiatives where so many benefits are derived,” Pierhal says.  “In addition to putting 
these brownfields back to work generating renewable energy that goes to reduce our dependence on 
fossil fuels, green jobs are created, the environment is cleaned up, the value of otherwise unusable land 
increases, and commercial or industrial blight is eliminated.  As you might guess, all of us at OPEL 
Solar are very proud of the true leadership role we are playing to make America energy independent.” 

### 

 

About OPEL Solar, Inc. and OPELSolar International Inc. 
With operations headquartered in Shelton, CT and Toronto, Ontario, Canada, OPEL designs, 
manufactures and markets high performance concentrating photovoltaic (“HCPV”) panels to transform 
solar energy into electricity for worldwide application. OPEL’s high performance photovoltaic 
concentrating panels generate up to 40 percent more kilowatt-hours than conventional flat plate silicon 
or thin film solar panels, resulting in more cost-effective electricity generated from the sun.  OPEL also 
markets a complete line of precision dual and single axis solar trackers to mount solar panels for 
optimum power output. OPEL also designs infrared sensor type products for military, consumer, 
industrial and commercial applications. 

A leader in gallium arsenide and solar photovoltaic technology, the Company has been awarded 32 
patents and has 18 more patents pending. OPEL’s common shares trade on the TSX Venture Exchange 
under the symbol “OPL”. For more information about OPEL Solar, Inc., please visit the Company’s 
website at www.opelinc.com. OPEL Solar, Inc. is a subsidiary of OPEL International Inc. (TSX-V: 
OPL).  
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This news release contains "forward-looking information" (within the meaning of applicable Canadian 
securities laws) and "forward -looking statements" (within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995). Such statements or information are identified with words such as 
"anticipate", "believe", "expect", "plan", "intend", "potential", "estimate", "propose", "project", 
"outlook",  "foresee" or similar words suggesting future outcomes or statements regarding an outlook. 
Such statements include, among others, those concerning OPEL’s anticipated operational plans 
including  the anticipated third party strategic alliances. 
Such forward-looking information or statements are based on a number of risks, uncertainties and 
assumptions which may cause actual results or other expectations to differ materially from those 
anticipated and which may prove to be incorrect. Assumptions have been made regarding, among other 
things, management's expectations regarding future third party relationships and availability of 
capital. Actual results could differ materially due to a number of factors, including, without limitation, 
operational risks in the completion of OPEL’s anticipated projects, delays or changes in plans with 
respect to the development of OPEL’s anticipated projects by OPEL’s third party relationships, risks 
affecting OPEL’s ability to execute projects and market its solar products, risks inherent in operating 
in foreign jurisdictions, the ability to attract key personnel, and the inability to raise additional capital. 
Additional assumptions and risks are set out in detail in OPEL’s Annual Information Form, available 
on SEDAR at www.sedar.com. 
Although OPEL believes that the expectations reflected in the forward-looking information or 
statements are reasonable, prospective investors in OPEL's securities should not place undue reliance 
on forward-looking statements because OPEL can provide no assurance that such expectations will 
prove to be correct. Forward-looking information and statements contained in this news release are as 
of the date of this news release and OPEL assumes no obligation to update or revise this forward-
looking information and statements except as required by law. 

 
 
 
 
 


