
 

              
 
 

 

NEWS RELEASE  

 OPEL Solar, Inc. Enhances Solar Project for Aquarion Water Company 
   Utilizes Both OPEL’s Single and Dual Axis Tracker for Higher Energy Production  

 
Shelton, CT and Toronto, ON, March 24, 2011 – OPEL Solar International Inc. (TSX-V: OPL) 
(“OPEL” or “the Company”), a leading global developer and supplier of ground-based and rooftop 
photovoltaic tracker systems, and high concentration photovoltaic (“HCPV”) solar panels, announced 
today that they have signed a definitive agreement to install a tracker-based solar system at the 
Aquarion Water Company’s (“Aquarion”) D.W. Loiselle Water Treatment Plant at Trap Falls Reservoir 
in Shelton, Connecticut.  This Aquarion solar facility advances OPEL’s and Aquarion’s commitment to 
environmental stewardship.  The project will showcase OPEL Solar’s superior solar tracker products.  
This solar facility will use both the TF-800 single-axis tracker and the SF-45 dual-axis tracker. OPEL’s 
trackers follow the path of the sun during the day to produce more energy from any brand of solar panel 
than could be expected from the same panel in a “fixed” or non-tracking installation.  

The Aquarion project is forecasted to produce approximately 43 MWh of energy per year, which is 
approximately 22% more energy than would be expected from the same panels in a fixed installation. 
The project will be used to offset the energy required to operate the Aquarion facility.  The site will 
provide a demonstration site to Aquarion to confirm the effectiveness of implementing this type of 
system at other sites. As part of the agreement, OPEL will build and operate the solar power plant 
which will also demonstrate, to other OPEL customers, the benefits of solar trackers in climates such as 
in New England. 

Leon M. Pierhal, OPEL Solar CEO, commented, “We are pleased to reach this agreement with 
Aquarion for this solar project at its water treatment facility. Of significant importance is that this is the 
first installation for OPEL Solar at a private or municipally owned water plant.” Pierhal added, 
“Typically, water and waste water plants provide a great opportunity to utilize clean solar energy to 
reduce power purchases. Our Solar tracker installations can be an ideal, cost effective model for private 
utilities and municipalities nationwide.”  

Charles V. Firlotte, Aquarion’s President and CEO, stated: “We have been working diligently on a 
series of measures to reduce the company’s ‘carbon footprint,’ or the amount of CO2 emitted due to our 
operations. This agreement with OPEL Solar for our Shelton facility is one of the many projects we are 
undertaking. By using OPEL Solar’s advanced tracker technology, we will be able to generate much 
more energy than we could have expected from fixed technologies. We are also happy to showcase 
OPEL’s trackers for other companies considering solar tracking projects.”  
OPEL Solar tracker product line can be matched with any type of solar panel technology, providing 
greater flexibility for integrators and engineering firms choosing a tracker for a solar field installation. 
 
About OPEL Solar International and OPEL Solar, Inc. 

With OPEL Solar, Inc. operations headquartered in Shelton, Connecticut and the headquarters office in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, OPEL Solar designs, manufactures and markets solar single and dual axis 
trackers to mount that increase the energy produced by flat plate, silicon photovoltaic panels. OPEL 
Solar also designs, manufactures and markets high performance concentrating photovoltaic (“HCPV”) 
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panels to transform solar energy into electricity for worldwide application. OPEL’s high performance 
photovoltaic concentrating panels generate up to 40 percent more kilowatt-hours than conventional flat 
plate silicon panels, resulting in more cost effective electricity generated from the sun.  In addition, 
OPEL designs infrared sensor type products for military, consumer, industrial and commercial 
applications. 

A leader in gallium arsenide and solar concentrating photovoltaic technology, the Company has been 
awarded 35 patents and has 12 more patents pending. OPEL’s common shares trade on the TSX 
Venture Exchange under the symbol “OPL”. For more information about OPEL, please visit the 
Company’s website at www.opelinc.com. 
 
About Aquarion Water Company 

Headquartered in Bridgeport, CT, Aquarion Water Company is the public water supply company for 
approximately 180,000 customer accounts, or more than 580,000 people in 39 cities and towns 
throughout Connecticut, in addition to six communities in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 
Founded in 1987, Aquarion is the largest investor-owned water utility in New England, and is among 
the seven largest in the U.S. Additional information can be found at the corporate website: 
http://www.aquarionwater.com.  

Dated: March 24, 2011 
ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Neither TSX Venture Exchange nor its Regulation Services Provider (as that term is defined in the policies of the 

TSX Venture Exchange) accepts responsibility for the adequacy or accuracy of this release.  
 

This news release contains "forward-looking information" (within the meaning of applicable Canadian 
securities laws) and "forward-looking statements" (within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995). Such statements or information are based on current expectations, estimates 
and projections formulated using assumptions currently believed to be reasonable and involving a number 
of risks and uncertainties which could cause actual results to differ materially from those anticipated.  The 
Company does not undertake any obligation to update publicly or revise any forward-looking statements or 
information, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise, unless so required by 
applicable securities laws. 
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